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madan ruling over a people mainly Hindu, while the Hindu Maharaja of Kashmir governs a population that is principally Muhammadan. Nor again, outside Rajputana, are the ruling houses generally of ancient origin; few go back beyond the eighteenth century and the troublous times that followed the break-up of the Mughal empire. In early days the r#ost important of these States were allies or rivals of the Company and made treaties with it on terms of equality; but as the British Government gradually succeeded to the paramount power of the Mughal empire it acquired the suzerainty wherever it did not assume the direct rule. Prominent recognition was given to this principle when, on January i, 1877, the Queen of England was proclaimed Empress of India, The powers of the chiefs differ greatly according to the history and importance of their States, being regulated partly by treaties or less formal engagements, partly by sanads or charters, but mainly by usage. ' The maximum of sovereignty enjoyed by any of their rulers is represented by a prince like the NizSrn of Hyderabad, who coins money, taxes his subjects, and inflicts capital punishment without appeal. The minimum of sovereignty is represented by the lord of a few acres in Kathi&war, who enjoys immunity from British taxation and exercises some shadow of judicial authority V Even in the largest States the Government of India exercises an extensive authority. It retains exclusive control over all external relations ; it assumes a special responsibility for the safety and welfare of British subjects and of the subjects of foreign powers; and the guarantee it affords to the native ruler against the risk of being removed by insurrection involves a corresponding guarantee to his subjects against oppression and misgovernment, a responsibility which has sometimes to be exercised by curtailing the powers, and occasionally by the deposition, of an unworthy chief. In all considerable States the paramount power is represented by a resident Political Officer with a staff of subordinates. The most important of these are the Residents in Hyder&bid, Mysore, Kashmir, Nepal, and Baroda, and the Agents to the Governor-General for the groups of States known as the RajputSna and Central India Agencies I The officers of the Political department form a graded service, which is recruited mainly from the Indian Civil Service and the Indian Army*
1  Ilbert, The Gw&rnmmt of India, p* 142,
2  The Rajputana and Central India Agents have under them subordinate Residents and Agents who are appointed to the oompontBt StctM of t&e Agencies.